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For here W we no 10 continuing dty, aki we ſeek ons. to 


come.“ Heb. xiii. 14. 


* For me to UF is e and. to dis ee Ph 5. = 


. . 21. 


. UE wit if Cates the gentine 1 is __ has 
). ; man, Who, having been enli cg, by. the divine _ 
iy Da has been enabled to ſee his loſt condition by nature, 
| and has heartil cloſed i in with Chriſt. as the all-ſufficient 
Saviour; and being united by a vital faith to this 

Redeemer, has an indif ſputable claim to. all the ſpiritual. 
bleſſings, depoſited in the rich bank of the covenant” ok 
. ace, that immutably ſecure and inexhauſtible treaſury. 


Wo of adoring gratitude and thankfulnefs, his moſt flagi: 
ous fins expunged from the records of heaven, and all 
5 _ waſhed away in the precious blood of Immanuel; 
* which eie tm we from alt fin, He feet his. nal fout 
| REY arrayed in the imputed righteouſneſs. of his Re- 

deemer ; by virtue of his all- ſufficient merits he knows he 
4 BY I exempted from . condemnation, _ juſtified ..as faultleſs 

WF WE throne of God, and has a or indubitable title 


3 «4.3 
4 2 5 
ws.» 6 9 Fe ; i ; l | $ 


hen in the lively exerciſe of faith, he ſees. with-tranſs - 5 


3 * — 


„%%% 3 EEG | 
to à pleafant inheritance in the kingdom of everlaſting light 
and honor, peace and love, purity and joy, and he feels 
the reigning power of ſin giving place to the ſanctifying 
influences of the Holy Ghoſt in his ſoul. For ſo admirably 
well ordered are all things in the finiſhed plan of a poor 
ſinner's ſalvation, that his preſervation to this happy end, 
is certainly ſecured to that true faith, which renounces 
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| Every other Lord, and diſcards all other falſe dependence; 
acknowledging no other ſource of hope, but what ſprings 
from the Saviour's blood; that free, everlaſting fountain 
for loathſome polluted prodigals to waſh in; and effec- 
tually conſtrains to the practice of univerſal holineſs. 
This world alfo then the chriſtian inhabits as a foreign 


land, and not as his native home; and refides in it like 


wandering travellers that have. no ſtated dwelling, but 
move their lodging from' one inn, town, and village to 
another : So likewiſe the believer conſiders himſelf as hav- 
_ ang no durable reſidence upon this mortal earth, but as ad- 
vancing, though ſlowly, to obtain a country that is infinitely * 
better; the altections of his heart, and the object of his 
hope, living already there, his proſpects, his longings and 
ſtrength, his powers and time, are exerted and devoted to 
haaſten his ſluggiſh pace, to amuſe and comfort him on the 
way; and to direct and light his weary feet glong the rug- 
ged road; which appears, ſometimes to the eye, ſo bad and 
tOggy, as to be almoſt impaſſable; and the diſtance from 
is reſt ſeems to be far and great. And whilſt he is walk- 
ing through this. inhoſpitable deſert, this thorny path, to 
the delectable abodes above, he has many enemies to en- 


counter, many difficulties to ſurmount: The inchanting | 
temptations of the world, and the corruptions of nature, 


together with the powers of darkneſs, and the adverſe diſ- 


nations of providence, are diſtreſſing ſcenes ; which all 


. Tov of religion, and adherents to Chriſt, experience, in 


different degrees, more or leſs ; when one wound is healed, | 
à4 a freſh one opening, when one burden falls off, another ; 


ſucceeding cloſe upon its back, frequently d 


1 1770 human 
nature ſo much, that his progreſs in the 


ivine life for 


awhile ſeems retarded; his heart is ſaddened, his comforts 
are impeded, and his views obſcured ; whilſt, unknown to 
bim, theſe weighty croſſes are promoting his ſpeed forward ti 
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to his home, and ſhortening the length of his journey, by | 
hold on earth, and po- 


| _ weaning his affections from too fat 
| 6 aſlung the dimneſs of his grace. 75 
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What everlaſting thanks, then, are due to that Infinite | 


h What 
981 wiſdom, that compaſſionate heart, and that tender hand, 
be | that ſo prudently, ſo ſeaſonably, and ſo gently corrects us; 
bly 1 by which means our languid deſires for 1 are quick- 
1 - ened, and our inſatiable thirſt for temporal enjoyments 18 
155 allayed and abated. Heaven thus becomes more the obje& 
* | of our ſpecial regard and ardent wiſhes, claiming our more 
. attentive purſuits; then we taſte the happy fruits of afflic- 
ings ' tion, and bleſs God for thoſe ſanEtified ſtrokes of his rod; 
1 finding thereby the world to ſink in our eſteem, by diſcovering 
- the unſatisfactorineſs of its gilded vanities, its ſpecious fal. 

BY | fities, and fleſhly joys. For though no chaſtening for the 
ein | preſent ſeemeth joyous, but grievous, yet afterwards It 
| yields'the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs to all fuch who 
4-7 "are duly exerciſed thereby, „ e e 
e to © O my fellow chriſtian travellers ! my kindred heirs? 
S- | when we ſtand as ſpectators to view, with ſympathizing 
ad. | Concern, a great majority of our fellow-creatures going on 
vitely * | » the broad way to deſtruction, ſome abandoned to ſenſual 
te | uſts, ſome inordinately bent on the purfuit of fame, others 
1 ae to gold as their idol, and many more, apparently 
ted to. | 1 wy from the imputation of groſſer vices, yet totally blinded; 

2 . to the ſaving light of the goſpel, by their proud, 
gs | E t-righteous hearts; how ſhould we ſummon every power 
SY we poſſeſs, and raif ur higheſt notes of gratitude, to that 
om | auguſt, that venerable,/and amiable being, whoſe diſerimi- 
8 au grace alone hath made us to differ: therefore let all 
| oaſting be excluded from our tongues ; let all ideas of 
wg ll _ and indulgence to pride be baniſhed from our hearts. 
anton My we, the favourite objects of ſuch diſtinguiſhing mercy, 
nature, 1 _ den of thus ungratefully requiting ſuch match⸗- 
re dil. er Profeſſing ourſelves to be candidates for the world 
nen a immortal glory, may we not give the leaſt ſhadow of 
Some | countenance or ſanction to ſuch ſoul-killing, deſtructive 
ed. | evils; but on the other hand, inſtead of giving occaſion to 
ke 005 el any to think that we boaſt in, or of ur ; let us ſtudy 
N in dependence on divine aid, to ſhew by the uniform tenor 


* of our lives, that the genuine influence of thi TE 
fe fox | haps P's genuine influence of this grace 15 to 
Ta 15 ny us contented, humble, and holy ; Wia remem- 
3 Fraps, that the portion of the worldling is here, but ours is 
eee uture, With all poſſible caution, then, and holy reſolu- 
ney, by | Dy let us endeavour to avoid plunging into thoſe miry 
3 —4 pellutions, whereby our faith will be ſtaggered, our con- 
ang Per ſeiences wounded, our evidences lone, and our home 
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For a time diſappear. The impureneſs of this world, the 
various enemies we muſt aſſociate with, and the ſharp con- 
flicts we daily have to ſtruggle with, beſpeak this earth not 1 
to. be our abiding habitation, but much inferior to that 
Kate of unmixed pls, with the hope of which the goſpel 
of the bleſſed Jeſus inſpires us. O animating thought! Iv 
moſt charming conſideration! ſufficient to reconcile us to 
all the trials allotted to us here! Theſe black nights and 
ſtormy days, theſe ſeyere and wintry ſeaſons, are advancing 
to a final period; and are kindly intended by our heavenly 
Father, whill they laſt, to ſubſerve a moſt glorious end + | 
that they may give wings to our faith, longings to our ap- 
petites, and ſprings to our obedience, in the view of that 
inviſible ſtate, where perfection blooms in youthful vigour . 
JVC i ee Tn 
But to diſmiſs this point: Have we ſuch an everlaſting 
home in hope and proſpect? then let us reſt ſatisfied, with * 
chearful ſubmiſſion to divine Providence; though mean be 7 
our preſent dwellings, few be our acquaintance, ſmall our 
ſubſtance, and obſcure our living; for our honor and hap- eco 
pineſs is truly great, and unſpeakably large; for we are reluct 
Allied to the incarnate God, and he looks upon us with * 
the ſame complacency of approbation, joy, and love, as attend 
an exulting Bridegroom beholds his choſen and endeared 5 wink 
bride, By the impious, unthinking part of the human oved 1 
race, we may be rated the maddeſt fools, and diſdained as 
the offscouring of all things. But let not this deject us, ever“ 
Knowing that if we will hve godly in Chriſt, we muſt ex- FT 
pet ſuch treatment as a common thing. And the glory of 
our character ſhines with ſuperior luſtre, even by thoſe very FE © 
attempts of our enemies to veil and deface it. Never let PP 
us enyy thoſe perſons who {ell their heavenly birth-right Pme. 
for earthly poſſeſſions, who barter every valuable treaſure TF cond 
for inſignificant commodities ; but let us uſe all the en- Fun 
joyments we are furniſhed and bleſſed with from the liberal FcePtie 
hand of Providence, as good accommodations, and great tet inn 
helps, not hinderances, in our daily journey to that world Ene 
of glory above, where darkneſs and ignorance, ſin and ſofr- 
row, hall give place to that placid tranquility, and unal- 
loyed felicity, which here no thought can comprehend, no 
imagination paint, nor heart conceive. But having diſ- 
cuſſed the firſt topic, I ſhall now proceed to the finiſning 


head of this diſcourſe, to ſhew you, that death is to all true 


| believers gain. 13 
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n- Apaturally follows upon that ſuppoſition ; it qr bers 
ot muſt be ſo. Death is indeed juſtly the object of laviſh 
at fear to all impenitent ſinners; as he ſpoils all their pro- 
\el \ Jets, defeats all their ſchemes, and blaſts their vain hopes, 
t! which they had unadviſedly formed, both as to this preſent 
to life, and their future exiſtence. As he tranſmits theſe. 
nd | ſons of riot from their beloved companions, their unmanly | 


glory ſecured. Death appears, then, 


him with ſhouts of triumph, 


ek recoil at the thought of a ſeparation, and perhaps feel ſome 

1 reluQangein the firſt attack of this laſt enemy, in a view of 
thoſe ſharp agonies, and hard ſtruggles which frequently 
attend a diſſolution of this mortal ſyſtem; and be ready to 


ared ſhrink bac k at the affecting farewel of dear friends and be- 
perry loved relations, and the more ſorrowful leave of the body, 
d as PE long endeared companion of the ſoul. But when à be- 

.  Hever deliberately conſiders, in the ſtrong actings of a lively 
d us, . ig Zunge Y 
+ ex. Hit, that the eternal intereſt of the ever-living tenant. 
ry of Vithin, is ſafe in the hands and under the cuſtody of Jeſus, 
very d can realize to the view of his mind, his approaching 
er let appineſs; all reluctance to an exchange of worlds is over- 
right | me. A party of angelic guards waits the diſmiſſed ſpirit, 
aire FP conduct and eſcort it, with all the trophies of victorious 
ne en- Fnown, to that world, where it will meet with a welcome 
den n, and be newly cloathed in Dog robes of per- 
| great tet innocence, beauty and glory—be exalted to the higheſt 
Forld Pnours.—be entertained with the beſt of company and be a 
tors farer of ſeraphic employments and boundleſs joys, ſuited. 
or 4 þd equal to thoſe improved and inlarged capacities, which 
5 All pour a torrent of ſublime delights into the very centre 
: l. the ſoul, In the extenſive, and unmeaſurable regions. 
ing heaven, the ſaints ſhall ſolace themſelves for ever in the 

Fatific viſion of God, and in theepen Gghtof the Redeemer's. 


all true: 
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belouded beauties, and unrivalled excellencies. There 


„nd allowing what has been faid as matter of fag, u 


ouls, in a plraling form, and not with: 


n 
. 
wy K | 
4 , NX. 2 Lag f N 
i | | 
+ ; vv z * q 25 : —_ * 44%, 
- ve, \ ITS. * Es © 3 n a 
. . . 975 . 7 $940?! 4", 8 ; r 
» 0 . 9 of * " 
nn 555 
: * 1 ” . T7 * *; ” \ N 
* "5% * 4 ad FT 5 - . 
b = - 8) D —_ + 
4 3 : r 


F 


= © In ſuch a ſpiritual frame, with the utmoſt calmneſs anc 


| heads down to reſt in the ſilent bed of duſt, with a firm anc 


— nnd 4 * 


.WIll be a cloſe and harmonious union, between all the Elo. I. 
rious inhabitants of that happy place; there are no con. Reou 
tending parties, no diſcordant hearts, nor one difſentiny Tom! 
voice amidſt the innumerable choir of glorified ſpirits; for 32c0! 
all agree in perfect friendſhip and unity, concord and love. ME 1 
Strife, diviſion, and perſecution, never more ſhall raiſe Chri 
their baleful heads; the abſence of which conſtitutes a Y« 


forth into ſongs of praiſe. This will aſſuredly be our happy fificia 


works, but of the pureſt, and freeſt grace. Being elegante 
ly dreſt in the rep garment of 
righteouſneſs, we can filenceall the miſgivings of unbeliet 
we can baffle all the accuſations of Satan, look the law in the? 
face with exquiſite delight and invincible boldneſs ; yea, wey 
can challenge all God's attributes themſelves, though they) 
each unite to condemn us while in our natural fate ; fince 
this perfect righteouſneſs of the lovely Jeſus compleatly 


noug 
elief 1 eligic 
ouls, 

eedfi 
ſolen 
oncile 
re wi 
tell you 
pnquel 
ſerenity of mind. may we, if true believers, bid an everlaſt-F 8555 
ing adieu to all earthly enjoyments, and lay our wear) an 5 
| ſweet perſuaſion in our breaſts, that when the laſt trumpe nd ful 
ef che archangel ſhall ſound, we ſhall awake and inſtantaf Pente 
1 | ons CAE 9 1 e neouſſi u p 


jüſtifies a ONLY: 


o Conz Heouſly ſtart into a new and immortal life; and the foud 


ſenting Fommence again a partner of the body in circumſtances 
bw. 01 Inconceivably happy But to ſhut up the ſubje&, permit 
d love, ne in in a few words to addreſs myſelf to all the enemies of 
tutes a You have read, firs, that manſions of glory are provided 
t what for all true believers, that they are now heirs of that incor- 


their! uptible bliſs, and that death landing them on the heavenly 

at their ſhores, thus proves their eternal gain. And if ſuch exalted 
of ages lories, and joys, be confined only to the faithful followers 
remain, f the Lamb, as exactly correſponding with their tempers 
henithe | nd hopes; directly the reverſe, ſinners, will be your dread- 
in. ul portion, even the everlaſting wrath of God in the flam- 
ſenſe to ing priſon of hell. My heart bleeds, and I could ſhed 
nb floods of tears over your wretched choice, your miſerable 
* and unhappy ſtate; when, I think, what would be the 


Conſequence, if death ſhould arreſt you while engaged and 


but on 
55 ani Aidelueie impoſtors, and fools, and feeling no ſenſe of a 
to burſt 4 

ir happy * 
he world 


ler upon nate 
Fete of Raturally it is. But when death knocks at your door, if 


elegant. ſeienee will not be ſo Julled aſleep, but it will be awake 


* elief; teligion ; and in the unavailing mo of your diſtreſſed _ 
w in the! ; ang 
. yea, we! eedful. Why, then, will you periſh in your fins? which 
ugh they! ſolemnly declare you inevitably muſt, unleſs you are re- 
te; fincd onciled to God through Jeſus his dear Son. But if you 
mpleat! arc willing to be ſaved, in the way the goſpel propoſes; I 
tell you, my ſellow-ſinners, with raptures of joy, (for I haya 
neſs andÞ29ueſtionable authority ſo to do) though your ſins be a8 
| everlaſt Plack as hell, and in number more numerous than the ſtars 
ur wear Which beſpangle the midnight ſey; yet Chriſt will not 
Arm and bandon you, but cordially receive you, freely pardon you 
and fully ſave you, if you go to him in the exerciſe of tro. 


t trumpe a 
inſtantabe pentance and faith. Attend therefore, and the Lord give 


neouſly 


ſou power to believe this attractive language of his love, 


* 


vs Hin that Santi unto me, [ Lin in no wiſe caſt out.“ 
And that a divine bleſſing may accompany theſe pete 
thoughts to each ſoul that 1820 

and unceaſing prayer of their unworthy author, as it is . 
oy motive in publiſhing them to the LEN 


, 
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them, is the humble hope, 
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